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The 66 Books of the Bible are known as the ‘canon’ of scripture.  The word ‘canon’ comes from a Greek word that means 
‘measuring stick.’  Hence, the Bible is the measurer for what is truth and what is error.  When the church formally recognized which 
books belonged in the canon, there were five primary tests that were applied to the books.  While reading the questions below you will 
see that the church discovered what books belong in the canon.  They didn’t arbitrarily determine or pick which books belonged in the 
canon from a bunch of books.  The thought by some that some books were thrown out because their ideas “lost the battle” falsely 
presupposes that all of the other so called gospels were equally valid, historically accurate, and thus worthy of consideration.  Just 
because another story exists does not make it immediately valid, especially if the “gospel” is known to have been written hundreds of 
years after the historical events of Jesus’ life.  An example from our lifetime is the conspiracy story that the World Trade Center towers 
were destroyed by the US and not Islamic terrorists.  The existence of this ‘story’ does not make it equal with known facts.  Now 
imagine if this conspiracy story comes up 100-200 years from 9/11/2001 and this is what we have with the “Gnostic gospels”.   

From looking at the information provided above and reading the questions below you will in fact notice that the books were already 
determined for them.  God determined the canonicity of the scripture by determining who would deliver His message.  The messenger 
of God’s message was confirmed to the people of God by miracles. (Hebrews 2:2-4).  Below is the test of canonicity formulated into 5 
questions: 

1.  Was the book written or backed by a prophet or apostle of God? 
2.  Is the book authoritative? 
3.  Does the book tell the truth about God and doctrine as it is already known by previous revelation? 
4.  Did the book come with the power of God? 
5.  Was the book accepted by the people of God? 

There were a number of ways for immediate contemporaries to confirm whether someone was a prophet of God. Some were 
confirmed supernaturally ( Exodus 3–4 ; Acts 2:22 ; 2 Cor. 12:12 ; Heb. 2:3–4 ). Sometimes this came as immediate confirmation of 
their authority over nature or the accuracy of their predictive prophecy. Indeed, false prophets were weeded out if their predictions did 
not come true ( Deut. 18:20–22 ). Alleged revelations that contradicted previously revealed truths were rejected as well ( Deut. 13:1–3 
). 

Evidence that each prophet’s contemporaries authenticated and added his books to a growing canon comes through citations from 
subsequent writings. Moses’ writings are cited through the Old Testament, beginning with his immediate successor Joshua and 
continuing to be cited by kings and prophets ( Josh. 1:7 ; 1 Kings 2:3 ; 2 Kings 14:6 ; 2 Chron. 17:9 ; Ezra 3:2, 6:18 7:6-11 ; Neh. 1:7-9, 
13:1 ; Jer. 8:8 ; Mal. 4:4 ). Later prophets cite earlier ones (e.g., Jer. 26:18 ; Ezek. 14:14 , 20 ; Dan. 9:2 ; Jonah 2:2–9 ; Micah 4:1–3 ). 

The Old Testament speaks of how the people of God knew what prophets fulfilled the biblical tests for God’s representatives, and 
they legitimized them by accepting the writings as from God. For example, Moses’ books were accepted immediately and stored in a 
holy place ( Deut. 31:26 ). Joshua’s writing was immediately accepted and preserved along with Moses’ Law ( Josh. 24:26 ). Samuel 
added to the collection ( 1 Sam. 10:25 ). Daniel already had a copy of his prophetic contemporary Jeremiah ( Dan. 9:2 ) and the law ( 
Dan. 9:11 , 13 ).1  Let’s take a look at the New Testament. 

 
New Testament Timeline: 

- Jesus dies on the cross around AD 30 – 33.  Nobody knows the date specifically because there is no number 0 that 
transitions the time BC and AD.   

- Paul’s Epistles written between AD 48 – 60 
- Gospels written between AD 60 – 902 

 
In his groundbreaking work on early Christian artifacts Larry Hurtado discovered that in the Leuven Database of Ancient Books 

[LDAB] 73% of all codices listed are Christian and of the 5% total of second century Christian manuscripts listed, an amazing 71% are 

                                                        

1 Information above taken from Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics; Dr. Norman Geisler. 

2 Information taken from Systematic Theology: Volume One; Dr. Norman Geisler 
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codices.3  Codices are the early versions of a bound book form similar to books today.  Christians overwhelmingly preferred the codex 
over the roll papyrus that was typically used but why?  Hurtado concludes that “by the end of the second century (and perhaps earlier) 
Christians were seeking to place in one codex multiple texts, especially texts that they wished to link in common regard and usage as 
scripture.”4 This is important because of how the New Testament was being formed as the church gathered the writings from the 
Apostles who were selected by Jesus Himself as His witnesses.  Now take this newly discovered information from 2006 and add it to 
what we already know from history. 

 
A brief history of the New Testament up until the death of the Apostles: 

- Paul’s letters collected into what was called the “Pauline Corpus.”  This collection contained all 13 Epistles and were 
passed around the different churches. 

- The order in the Pauline corpus was the same as it is today, ordered by length.5 
- The 4 Gospels stayed local and were gathered together and began to circulate as a fourfold record in the early 

second century (~100 AD) 
 

In the New Testament the pattern established in the Old Testament continues. For example, the bible speaks of sharing the 
Scripture with other churches ( Colossians 4:16; 1Thessalonians 5:27 ).  Also, Jesus promised his Apostles to communicate the 
scripture through them ( John 14:26; 1:13 ).  While the Apostles were writing they recognized this and identified the Holy Spirit as the 
source of the information, not themselves. ( 2Timothy 3:16; 2Peter 1:20-21; 1Thessalonians 2:13 )  Additionally, the Apostles recognize 
one another’s writing as coming from God. For example, Paul quotes Luke in 1Timothy 5:17-18 [ an exact quote from the Greek text ] 
and Peter calls Paul’s letters scripture in 2 Peter 3:15-16, also Peter quotes Matthew ( 2Peter 1:17 ), and finally Jude ( 4–12 ) cites 2 
Peter. Interestingly Paul also hints that there may be letters in existence that are falsely attributed to the apostles. ( 2Thessalonians 
2:2) 
 
The Catholic Bible & Additions Later: 

The Roman Catholic Bible consists of the 66 books discussed earlier along with the following books and additions from the 
Apocrypha: Tobit, Judith, additions to Daniel (the prayer of Azariah and the Three Young Men, and Bel and the Dragon), the Wisdom of 
Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (also called Sirah), Baruh (also called 1 Baruch), the letter of Jeremiah, 1 Maccabees, and 2 Macabees. 
These were added to the Catholic Bible officially at the Catholic Council of Trent in A.D. 1545-1563 in response to the reformation.  
These books were never accepted as part of the canon because they failed one or more of the tests outlined earlier. The famous 
scholar F.F. Bruce makes the following observation regarding the Apocrypha: 

The books of the Apocrypha were not included in the Hebrew Bible, nor were they regarded as canonical by the leaders of 
official Judaism anywhere. Even Jews who wrote in Greek at the beginning of our era, like Philo and Josephus, recognized 
only the Canon of the Hebrew Bible, although they used the ‘Septuagint’ translation….In the sixteenth century, while the 
Council of Trent affirmed the full canonical status of the books of the Apocrypha.6 

The Catholic Council of Trent added them to justify dogmas that Martin Luther and other reformers cited as unbiblical.  So, just 
adding them to the sacred texts does not make them sacred texts.  As a matter of fact the bible itself warns against adding or taking 
away from it ( Deut 12:32, 4:2; Prov 30:6; Rev 22:18 ). 

                                                        

3 Larry W. Hurtado, The Earliest Christian Artifacts: Manuscripts and Christian Origins (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
2006), p47. 
 
4 Ibid., p88. [emphasis in original] 

5 Philip Comfort, The Origin of the Bible (Wheaton, IL:Tyndale House Publishers, 1992), p9-10.   

6 F.F. Bruce, The Canon of Scripture,”Inter-Varsity (Autumn 1954), p19-22. http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/ivp/canon_bruce.pdf [accessed 14 
January 2012] 


